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from friends, but also from strangers to whom I had applied in cases where special knowledge could alone throw light on some obscure point. My acknowledgments I have in most instances made in my notes. In some cases, either through want of opportunity or forgetfulness, this has not been done. I gladly avail myself of the present opportunity to remedy this deficiency. The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres I have to thank for so liberally allowing the original of the famous Round Robin, which is in his Lordship's possession, to be reproduced by a photographic process for this edition. It is by the kindness of Mr. J. L. G. Mowat, M.A., Fellow and Bursar of Pembroke College, Oxford, that I have been able to make a careful examination of the Johnsonian manuscripts in which our college is so rich. If the vigilance with which he keeps guard over these treasures while they are being inspected is continued by his successors in office, the college will never ,i j                                 have to mourn over the loss of a single leaf. To the Rev.
I |                                W. D.  Macray, M.A., of the   manuscript department   of the
I                                   Bodleian, to Mr. Falconer Madan, M.A., Sub-Librarian of the
' '                                same Library, and   to Mr. George Parker, one of the Assist-
*                                   ants,  I am indebted   for  the  kindness with which they have
I  [                                helped me in my inquiries.    To  Mr. W. H. Allnutt, another
I                                   of the Assistants,  I   owe still  more.    When  I was abroad, I
,   ,                                too  frequently,  I fear, troubled him with questions which no
If                                one could have answered who was  not well versed in biblio-
graphical lore.    It was not often that his acuteness was baffled, <•                                   while his kindness was  never exhausted.    My old friend Mr.
\                                   E. J. Payne, M.A., Fellow of University College, Oxford, the
f                                learned editor of the Select Works of Burke published by the
\                                   Clarendon Press, has allowed me, whenever I pleased, to draw
•I  I                                on his extensive knowledge of the history and the literature
f '                                of the eighteenth century.    Mr. C. G. Crump, B.A., of Balliol
f f                                College, Oxford, has  traced for   me  not a few of the quota-
I                                tions which had baffled my search.    To Mr. G. K. Fortesctie,
Superintendent of the Reading Room of the British Museum, I   j                                my most grateful acknowledgments are due.    His accurate and
extensive